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impossible feats ? Has it died out, or has it been
swamped by other races ? To answer such questions is
absolutely necessary before we can say positively that
the higher organisation was the cause of the decay, or
that it did not cause the decay by some indirect pro-
cess due to the special combination of circumstances.
But to answer such questions, if they be answerable
at all, would require the investigations of a lifetime,
and a mastery of a whole series of studies, historical,
statistical, ethnological, and so forth, in which I am
an absolute ignoramus. But I cannot perceive that
Mr. Kidd claims more than second-hand information.
But, secondly, there is another obvious question to
which an answer is necessary. Mr. Kidd and Mr.
Galton deduce their view about Greek intellect, first,
from the proportion of great men. Does, then, the
occurrence of a group of great men at a certain
period prove a superior organisation in the race ?
That leads to a very familiar problem : What were
the causes of what we may call the flowering times
of arts and sciences ? We are all familiar with the
phenomenon; with the sudden display of astonishing
excellence at Athens, at Florence, or in the England
of Elizabeth. It seems to be the rule that processes
which may have been going on quietly for centuries
suddenly culminate; that artistic, poetic, or philo-
sophic excellence becomes unprecedentedly common
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